Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.122; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5.
Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.048 wR(F 2 ) = 0.122 S = 0.96 3680 reflections 253 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.12 e Å À3 Á min = À0.10 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 ; (ii) x; y; z þ 1. Cg2 is the centroid of the C9-C14 ring.
Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2002) ; cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED32 (Stoe & Cie, 2002); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999).
In the molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1 ), the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges. (Ocak İskeleli et al., 2005) . Rings A (C1-C6), B (C9-C14) and C (C16-C21) are, of course, planar, and they are oriented at dihedral angles of A/B = 13.34 (12), A/C = 88.83 (12) and B/C = 89.67 (10) °.
In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-H···N interactions (Table 1) link the molecules into chains (Fig. 2) , in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure. There also exists a weak C-H···π interaction (Table 1) .
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, potasium carbonato (0.9 g, 6.58 mmol) was added to a solution of solid o-vaniline (0.5 g, 3.29 mmol) in DMF. The mixture was stirred for 30 min under nitrogen atmosphere. 4-Nitrophtalonitrile solution in DMF was added. The mixture was stirred for 48 h at 323 K under nitrogen atmosphere and poured into ice-water (150 g). The product 2-(3,4-dicyanophenoxy)-3-methoxybenzaldehyde was filtered off and washed with water. The title compound was prepared by refluxing a mixture of a solution containing 2-(3,4-Dicyanophenoxy)-3-methoxybenzaldehyde (0.5 g, 1.799 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml) and a solution containing 4-methylaniline (0.218 g 1.799 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml). The reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h under reflux. Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained from ethylalcohol by slow evaporation (yield; 55%, m.p. 427-429 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and x = 1.2 for aromatic H atoms. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
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